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There’s  
nothing like 
the feeling 
of buying a 
new bike.
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Rolling off the lot is an exhilarating feeling, second only to hitting the open road while 
riding full-throttle. 

Whether you’re a newbie or seasoned veteran, it’s not always easy deciding on exactly what you 
want – but we’ve got your back. Check out the advice in this Buyer’s Guide on what steps to take, 
what to look for, and some tricks of the trade we’ve learned. There’s nothing like the feeling of 
buying a new bike. Rolling off the lot is an exhilarating feeling, second only to hitting the open 
road while riding full-throttle.  

Luckily in the digital age, it’s easier than ever before to find your perfect ride. Nowadays, we click 
a few simple buttons on our smartphones and we have groceries, clothes, and so much more 
delivered to our doorstep in a matter of hours. Why should shopping for a motorcycle be any 
different? The digital revolution has completely changed how we shop for items both large and 
small. Buying a high-ticket purchase online might sound intimidating, but it doesn’t have to be. 
A combination approach of in-person and virtual shopping results in the ideal motorcycle-and-
lifestyle match. 

So, when it’s time to buy, it’s not always easy deciding on exactly what you want or navigating the 
new virtual-heavy buying process - we get it. Whether you’re a newbie or seasoned veteran, we’ve 
got your back through the entire ride.

To help you feel more confident in navigating the modern buying process, Cycle Trader put 
together this guide to help you:

Decide between new and used bikes

Select a type of motorcycle to best fit your lifestyle

Navigate the buying process

Avoid scams when making an online purchase

Stay up-to-date on the top manufacturers

Find the top places to ride in the USA

We hope you find this guide useful and we’ll see you on the road.



In the old days, shopping for a motorcycle 
meant heading to a dealership or maybe 
skimming the classified ads. Now, you can 
browse online for any type of bike your heart 
desires. One thing remains the same though: 
you can choose either a brand new bike right 
off the lot or a used motorcycle that offers 
a smooth ride for a lower price. Here’s how 
you can decide whether new or used is right 
for you. 

Whether you’re buying a new or used 
motorcycle, there are a few things you 
should consider. We’ll give you four things to 
think about as you’re deciding, so you’ll be 
completely satisfied with your new ride when 
you roll off the lot. 

New vs. Used – A Few Things 
to Consider
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Price is Important - First, you’ll need to empty out that 
piggy bank and see the type of budget you’re working 
with. If you are on a fixed budget, buying used might be 
the way to go - and believe us, there are some awesome 
used bikes out there. Before buying used, you’ll want 
to make sure you get all the information on the bike’s 
current condition, any maintenance required, and a full 
report of the bike’s service records. On the other hand, if you’re working with a more flexible 
budget, there’s nothing like riding off the lot with a brand new ride - plus, these typically 
come with warranties and maybe even some service perks built into the purchase price. 
New or used - there are tons of killer options out there.

The Bike’s Condition - Condition is a major factor you 
need to consider when buying used. On the other hand, 
the beauty of buying new is that you don’t have to worry 
because the bike should be perfect. When checking 
out used bikes, keep in mind that all riders treat their 
bikes differently -  some are weekend riders, while 
others take regular cross-country trips. When buying used, you’ll want to take a look at the 
engine, mileage, accident history, tire quality, brake pads. Basically, you’ll want to make sure 
everything is generally working as it should. We also recommend taking a test drive of the 
bike so you can get a real feel of how the motorcycle will run on a day-to-day basis (new OR 
used). 

Are You Handy or Know Someone Who Is? - As we 
mentioned earlier, all riders treat their bikes differently so 
that means some bikes might need more maintenance 
than others. Are you ready to make that commitment? 
When buying used, take a long look in the mirror and ask 
yourself, “If it breaks, will I fix it?” If the answer is no, 
you might want to start saving for a new bike, because older bikes (no matter their quality) 
will eventually need maintenance work. We suggest taking a look at your own handyman/
woman abilities and taking a look at the maintenance you can afford before buying used. 

The Technology You Require - It’s no secret that new bikes come with the most up-to-date 
safety features and technology. If having those features is important to you, then buying 
new might be the way to go considering new motorcycle technology is constantly growing. 
But keep in mind, there are also a lot of used bikes out there that have great features. It’s all 
about personal preference - do you want all the most modern bells and whistles? Or would 
you rather stick to the classic tried-and-true basics?

Virtual Shopping Tip: Many banks and 
trusted financial websites offer budget 
calculators that can help you figure out 
what you can afford to pay for your bike. 
These calculators will help you map out 
down payments, monthly loan payments, 
insurance costs, and other incidentals you 
may not have considered.

Virtual Shopping Tip: Online services 
can help you run VIN numbers to get a 
complete ownership and accident history. 
Running this report usually has a nominal 
fee associated, but it’s a small price to pay 
for peace of mind.

Virtual Shopping Tip: Like the motorcycle 
community in general, many bikers share 
their expert wisdom and hard-learned 
lessons online through video tutorials or 
blogs. Check out some of these resources 
BEFORE buying a bike that requires 
maintenance to see if you have what it takes 
to tackle a restoration or even minor repairs.



Virtual Shopping Tip: 
Online forums or motorcycle-
focused social media groups can 
help you get a better idea of which 
type of motorcycle might be best for 
you. If you’ve narrowed your choices 
down to a few different types, don’t 
be afraid to connect with other 
riders to ask them about the pros/
cons of a certain bike type. 

You can also reach out to dealers 
and sellers to ask technical or 
general questions about different 
makes and models. Most sellers will 
happily connect with you over the 
phone, via email, or even video chat!

Choosing Motorcycle Type – 
What Works Best for You?

Cruisers - When most people think of cruisers, they 
think of Harley Davidson, and rightfully so. But Harley 
isn’t the only brand embracing this style; other major 
manufacturers have cruisers in their lineups as well. 
Cruisers are designed for laid-back, relaxed riding. 
They have low seats, often in a reclined position with feet 
forward riding. 

Dual Sport - Dual sport bikes are ready for anything. They 
can take on the paved road or backroad with their off-road 
suspension. Their seat height is slightly higher to handle 
backroads and have a sporty look. They are great for daily 
commutes or long distance rides. 

Choppers - Some common characteristics of choppers 
are extended forks, low reclined seats, and longer front 
ends. Choppers stand out from the crowd and usually look 
different from typical factory models. These bikes favor 
personality over comfort and are usually chromed out and 
customized. 

Once you’ve decided that it’s time to get a bike, new or used, it’s 
important to consider what type you want. Put some thought into 
the types of rides you’ll be taking and your non-negotiables before 
selecting your next motorcycle. To help you decide, we’ll break down 
a few of the more common motorcycle options and what they are 
typically used for:

There really is a bike for everyone. Are you a new or experienced rider? Do you prefer long rides 
or just short trips to run errands? Do you have a need for speed or would you rather slow down 
and enjoy the journey? Riding solo or with your go-to travel partner? How you plan to use your 
bike will help you narrow down your options. Check out the different types of bikes to begin to 
wrap your brain around which ones you’ll want to learn more about when shopping around. 
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Sport Bikes - Sport Bikes are less focused 
on comfort - they’re made for speed, 
acceleration, and thrill. These high-
performance motorcycles have higher 
footpegs and seating that pushes the rider 
forward, over the tank. They are made to 
take on tight turns with impeccable control. 

Standard - Standard motorcycles or “naked 
motorcycles” are known for their upright 
riding position. Their handlebars and 
footpegs are positioned so riders can be 
comfortable without having to reach too far 
forward. These bikes have a retro feel and 
mid-ranged engine sizes - a great option for 
new riders. 

Touring Bikes - A touring bike is for - 
you guessed it - touring. These bikes are 
designed for long-distance rides with their 
big fuel tanks and comfortable seats and 
backrests. They usually come with built-in 
windshields and navigation systems. 

Off-Road - As their name suggests, off 
road bikes are made for off road riding. 
They have a taller seat to accommodate 
their suspension and place the rider in an 
upright position. They often feature knobby 
tires to take on the elements. 

Scooters - Scooters are like small 
motorcycles with a step-through frame. 
Drivers can sit with their legs together 
and their feet on a floorboard. Vespa 
is one of the most common and widely 
known scooter brands. Scooters are an 
economical option for riders and have 
engines that range from 50 to 250 cc.



Harley-Davidson - Harley-Davidson is one of 
the most well-known and popular motorcycle 
American manufacturers. The company started 
out of a small shed in 1903 by William S. Harley 
and brothers Arthur and Walter Davidson in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Since the company’s 
inception, Harley-Davidson has remained a 
staple in the motorcycle community and is 
often considered to be an American classic. 
The company is known for producing cruiser-
style motorcycles, but they have also rolled out 
street models, racing models, and most recently 
they’ve come out with brand new models 
(including an all-electric bike) to appeal to all 
kinds of riders.

Indian Motorcycles - Indian is America’s 
oldest motorcycle brand. They got their start 
in 1897 when George M. Hendee founded a 

bicycle production company called the Hendee 
Manufacturing Company. At the time, they had 
bikes like Silver King, Silver Queen, and American 
Indian. American Indian was then shortened to 
just “Indian” and the name has stuck ever since. 
In 1901, Hendee hired a man named Oscar 
Hedstrom to build gasoline engine-powered 
bikes to help pace bicycle races - and soon after, 
Indian Motorcycle sales began. Indian has had 
some ups and downs throughout their history, 
but in 2014 Polaris bought the manufacturer and 
they have been growing nonstop ever since. The 
company is known for its famous Scout, Chief, 
and Spirit models and they plan on consistently 
expanding their bike selection in the future to 
attract new riders. 

Honda Motor Corp. - Honda Motor Corp was 
founded in 1946 by Soichiro Honda as Japan 

Once you’ve decided on type and new vs. used, it’s time to check 
out the different motorcycle manufacturers. There are a lot of 
motorcycle manufacturers out there, and we all have a favorite, but 
did you ever wonder how these moto giants got their start? Let’s 
take a look back at a few of the most popular manufacturers, their 
history, and where they’re headed. 

Taking a Look Back – Top 
Motorcycle Manufacturers

Virtual Shopping Tip: 
Check out a manufacturer’s website to learn 
more about their bike features, upcoming 
developments, and more about their brand. 
Getting to know your bike during the research 
phase is easier than ever thanks to all the 
information available online.
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struggled to rebuild following the Second 
World War. Soichiro Honda saw the need for 
affordable transportation in Japan during this 
time period and began attaching two-stroke 
motors on to bicycles, and thus began Honda 
Motor Co. Since then, Honda has grown into 
one of the top motorcycle manufacturers in the 
world and has produced iconic models like the 
Super Cub, Honda CB, and many more. They 
continue to add to their lineup with innovative, 
technologically-advanced models, and remain a 
staple in the motorcycle community.

BMW - BMW formed in 1916 and began 
by producing truck and aircraft engines for 
Germany during World War One. After the 
war, the Treaty of Versailles banned the 
manufacturing of aircraft engines in Germany, so 
BMW steered their focus to motorcycles. BMW 
Motorrad, BMW’s two-wheel division, rolled out 
the first motorcycle under its name in 1923 - the 
R32. The R32 has two traits BMW bikes still have 
to this day - a shaft drive and the iconic Boxer 
powerplant. The model became the foundation 
for all future boxer-powered motorcycles. Since 

then, BMW has grown into an increasingly 
popular motorcycle brand and has recently 
come out with a self-balancing motorcycle and 
an electric scooter.

Yamaha - Yamaha was founded In 1955 when 
Genichi Kawakami acquired equipment used 
in the production of metal airline propellers to 
develop the first Yamaha motorcycle. Yamaha’s 
first product was the  YA-1, a 125 cc two-cycle, 
single cylinder motorcycle. The YA-1 was a 
successful racing motorcycle and competed 
internationally. Yamaha is still well known for 
their racing models, as well as touring and 
street models, and they remain one of the most 
famous Japanese motorcycle manufacturers. 

We’ve covered just a few of the top motorcycle 
manufacturers and it’s fascinating to see how 
far they has come in such little time. Each 
manufacturer started small and have since 
grown into a world renowned brand that we all 
know, respect, and love to ride today.

Once you know what type of motorcycle will 
help you hit the road for your ideal ride, it’s 
time to actually pick a bike. One of the best 
parts of riding motorcycles is the rich history 
of the lifestyle. Riders often find a brand they 
connect with and become loyal riders of only 
that manufacturer. Instead of just picking any 
old bike, learn about the storied histories of 
different famed companies. 



The buying 
process;
what to do
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Once you’ve considered new vs. used, the type of motorcycle and manufacturer you think would work 
best for you, it’s time to actually begin the buying process. We are breaking down the steps to make it 
quick and easy for you to find and BUY that bike you’ve been eyeing. 

Buying a motorcycle can look different for everyone. Some people prefer to do all of their 
research, browsing, and buying online. Other buyers are more old school, and would rather shop 
more traditionally by heading to different dealerships and getting face time with all their options. 
Ultimately, you’ll likely use a combination in-person / online process with the following key steps: 

Start the Browsing & Researching Process: Once you have a general idea of 
what you want in a bike, the real fun can begin. Cycle Trader makes it easy to 
browse through thousands of listings and you can filter by state, type of bike, and 
so much more. When you’re in the market for a new bike it’s also a good idea 
to get advice from friends who ride or online motorcycle groups for first-hand 
experiences. 

Confirm Motorcycle Type: We’ve already broken down the most popular types 
of motorcycles earlier in the guide, but now’s the real time to decide what kind of 
motorcycle you’d like to ride day in and day out. Take another look at the various 
types of motorcycles and make sure the description fits your specific riding wants 
and needs.



Finalize Your Budget: We mentioned considering budget in our New vs. Used article, 
but it’s also important to keep in mind that you won’t JUST be paying for the cost of 
the bike itself. Consider other costs that will factor into your budget including monthly 
payments (if financing), fuel cost, insurance, maintenance, and more. Those costs can 
definitely add up so you’ll want to make sure you’re ready to take them on when the 
time is right. 

Connect With the Seller: Once you’ve found 
that perfect bike online, it’s time to connect 
with the seller. Reach out to them through 
phone, email, or chat to express your interest 
in the bike or to ask for additional photos and 
information. If you’re not looking to visit the 
dealership in person just yet, see if the seller 
would be open to a virtual walkthrough or 
video chat.

BUY: You’ve found the perfect bike. Congrats! 
Now’s the time to fork over the dough and 
make your purchase. In today’s virtual world, 
it’s easier than ever to buy almost entirely 
online. From setting up financing virtually to 
having the dealer deliver the bike directly to 
your door – the options are endless.

Virtual Shopping Tip: 
Technology has made it easier than ever to 
connect with sellers digitally. Many listings on 
the Cycle Trader marketplace feature digital 
retailing communication methods like: 

1. Request a Video - If you see a bike on Cycle 
Trader you want to know more about, many 
dealers allow you to request a video be added 
to the photo carousel to give you an in-depth 
preview.

2. Request a Video Chat - Through their profile 
on Cycle Trader, you can request to connect 
with a dealer on popular video chat platforms, 
like Skype or FaceTime. This option helps you 
ask questions, get the dirt on your possible 
new ride, and get up close and personal 
digitally with a bike or two before heading to a 
physical dealership. 

3. Make an Offer - Found the bike of your 
dreams? Make the Cycle Trader seller an offer 
they can’t refuse! Jump start the negotiation 
process with a quick price-based message and 
maybe snag a great deal.



Online shopping brings with it so many conveniences. You can browse in peace, skip 
the awkward dealer small talk if it’s not your thing, and shop around for the best deal 
without feeling the pressure of a “buy now” sale. But, one downside of all these benefits 
is that it’s not always obvious that you might be dealing with a shady seller or a scam. 
We outline the best ways to stay alert and make sure buying your dream bike doesn’t 
become a nightmare.
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Shopping Online? Here’s 
How to Avoid Scams 
When Buying Online

No one wants to get scammed, so remaining 
vigilant during your virtual buying process can 
help make sure that you’re working with people 
who have your best interest in mind. We are 
breaking down a few steps that can help put 
your mind at ease and verify the authenticity of 
your future bike and seller. 

Confirm the seller is real. Legitimate sellers 
make an effort to prove they’re trustworthy by 
providing clearly visible information. To put your 
mind at ease: 

Check whether the seller lists their company 
name, phone number, email address, and 
physical location. 
Use Google Maps or a similar website to 
double check the physical address is a real 
business location. 
Search the phone number and note any 
spam calls reported for that number. 
Ensure that any email or telephone number 
you are given is an exact match of the 
contact information on the Contact Page of 
the seller’s official website. 



Check out the online reviews. When buying 
a motorcycle virtually, business reviews are 
crucial. Take the time to Google:

The company’s name
“[company’s name] scam,” and 
“[company’s name] reviews.” 

Ask Peers. Reach out to fellow riders in the 
area where you’ll purchase your bike, ask them 
about their experience. 

Did they like the dealership where they 
bought the bike? 
Were they legit? 
How was the communication process? 
What made them feel comfortable buying 
from that seller?

First-hand accounts are important - use them 
to your advantage.

Scan their website for any red flags. A dealer 
has two dealerships: their in-person show room 
and their website. Scan their site for any red 
flags by asking questions like:

Does the website look professional? 
Does the site have many typos or errors? 
Are images blurry or low quality?
Is the site missing seals of approval or 
badges from trusted sources like the Better 
Business Bureau? 

Be ready to close your browser and move along 
to the next dealership site if anything looks off 
to you.
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Confirm the unit and the deal are real. The 
old adage, “if it’s too good to be true, it probably 
is.” definitely applies when shopping online. You 
can authenticate validity of the: 

Unit
Check that the images of the bike on the 
website are real and not stock images. You 
can do this through a reverse image search 
on Google or other platforms. 
Ask the seller for specific pictures of the 
motorcycle you’re interested in. One of our 
favorite tips is to ask the seller to hold a 
piece of paper with the full date and their 
name on it and photograph themselves in 
front of the bike. 

Deal 
Be wary of any seller telling you that you’ve 
won a prize - especially if you have to 
provide personal information or up-front 
money to claim it. 
If the price of a bike is much lower than 
comparable units from other sellers, it likely 
isn’t real. 

Explore the web safely. These tips may sound 
like common sense, but we want to cover all the 
bases here:

Visit only secure websites. Keep an eye out 
for SSL or TLS encryption by looking for the 
padlock symbol in your browser URL bar. 
Only click links that lead to trusted sites 
(you can hover over a link to see the final 
destination before clicking). 
If a website asks for sensitive personal 
information like the social security numbers 
or birthdates of the buyer(s), proceed with 
caution. 
Use secure methods of payment, like credit 
cards. Money transfers can be impossible 
to get back if the purchase turns out to be a 
scam. 

Keep in mind that the holidays can bring spikes 
in scams. But, it’s important to stay alert and 
aware regardless of when you’re in the market 
for a new ride. With these quick tips, you can feel 
secure in your virtual buying process.

Virtual Shopping Tip: 
A quick Google search can help you 
understand the most realistic price 
range a bike should fall into. Some 
banks have special services that 
highlight the best possible deal you 
could likely get for a new bike. 

You can also use private browsing or 
incognito mode to research motorcycle 
prices without your cache saving the 
information.



 Top 5 Motorcycle Rides 
Across the Country

Pacific Coast Highway (California) - We have 
all heard the hype about taking a Pacific Coast 
cruise, and we’re here to tell you the hype is 
real. The terrain is unlike anything you’ve seen 
before with miles of coastline, tons of curves, 
and unreal views along the entire highway. It 
doesn’t matter where you start or end your ride 
- it’s all awesome. If you ride the length of Pacific 
Coast highway, you’ll see lighthouses, redwoods, 
mountains, lush valleys, and a variety of wildlife. 
The highway is a whopping 655 miles long, so 
whether you choose to ride for just a portion of 
the highway, or the entire length, there will be 
an ideal stretch of road open to you.

Tunnel of Trees (Michigan) - The Great Lake 
state is home to amazing routes for riders 
and the M-119 AKA the Tunnel of Trees is no 
exception. On this iconic route, you can expect 
to see coastline, small towns, and abundant 
forests. The narrow 16-mile road begins in 
Harbor Springs and ends in Cross Village. This 
route is rated among one of the most scenic in 
the nation, and for good reason. Your ride will 
be stunning during every season, especially in 
the fall when the leaves are changing. There are 

a few sharp turns near Devil’s Elbow so keep that 
in mind while riding. Along the way there are 
many places to make a pit stop to enjoy a meal 
or just to take in the views.

Coastal Route One (Maine) - If you’re ready 
to get the full-on New England experience, this 
ride’s for you. The smell and taste of saltwater 
will hit you right off the bat, considering most 
of this highway is bordered by coastline. You 
should take the Brunswick to Machias route 
which is a two-lane, 167-mile ride full of seaside 
towns, lighthouses, and beaches galore - you 

You’ve done the hard work. You suffered 
through the chore of making a budget. 
Researched for hours online to decide 
which make and model you want to buy. 
You might’ve even ventured out of the 
house to wander dealership lots to test 
drive one (or many) bikes. You’ve officially 
purchased the bike of your dreams and 
now you get to reap the reward of all 
your work - you get to hit the open road. 
Check out our list of top rides you’ll want 
to add to your riding bucket list. 
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couldn’t be bored if you tried. You’ll want to bring 
a jacket because the ocean breeze can be cool, 
even in the spring and summer months. Don’t 
forget to grab a lobster roll at one of the many 
shacks along the way. Trust us - they’re worth 
stopping for.

Blue Ridge Parkway (Virginia & North 
Carolina) - The Blue Ridge Parkway is one of the 
top riding areas in the country, with thousands 
of riders visiting each year. The parkway is home 
to 469 miles of winding roads surrounded by the 
scenic Blue Ridge Mountains. You’ll experience 
tight curves and steep hills on this exciting 
ride and, to top it off, killer views. You can’t 
be too much of a speed demon on this road 
considering the speed limit doesn’t exceed 45 
mph. Your adventure won’t be limited by this 
restriction, though with all the twists and turns, 

you’ll feel like you’re flying the whole ride. This 
is another ride that can take a few days, but will 
give you tons of time to really soak in the sights.

Beartooth Pass (Montana) - A favorite among 
many riders, Beartooth Pass is located in 
Montana and begins in the town of Red Lodge. 
This ride will take you through a 68-mile journey 
on one of the most popular stretches of road 
in the Rocky Mountains that winds through 
Wyoming and right to the northeast entrance 
of Yellowstone National Park. On the ride, you’ll 
experience steep switchbacks and stunning 
views. As you’re running the road, you’ll also be 
able to take in views of mountains, forests, rivers, 
wildlife, and so much more. If you’re up for a 
rollercoaster ride like experience, Beartooth Pass 
needs to be on your riding list. 



This guide was designed to help you navigate the motorcycle buying process, but 
it doesn’t stop there. Cycle Trader is here to help you find your perfect ride. Take 
advantage of our site which hosts thousands of motorcycle listings and you’re 
sure to find your perfect ride. 

CycleTrader.com is the online source for all your motorcycle needs. Looking to 
sell a motorcycle? We can help. Place your motorcycle ad in front of millions of 
monthly visitors today. Ready to buy a cheap motorcycle or a motorcycle trailer? 
We can help with that too ― browse thousands of new and used motorcycles 
for sale nationwide from all of your favorite manufacturers like Harley-Davidson, 
Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha, BMW, Victory, Ducati, Triumph, and KTM. You 
can easily estimate monthly payments, get insurance quotes, and set up price 
alerts for the bikes you’re interested in while you search. For more information, 
visit http://www.CycleTrader.com.


